Cellular expression of inducible nitric oxide synthase following rat cortical incision and its suppression by hydroxyl radical scavenger, 1,2-bis(nicotinamido)propane.
Cellular expression of an inducible isoform of nitric oxide synthase (iNOS) was studied immunohistochemically 1,3 and 7 days following rat cortical incision. The induction of iNOS was demonstrated almost exclusively in the macrophages accumulated within the incision cavity on day 3. They were significantly reduced in number by the treatment with 1,2-bis(nicotinamido)propane (P < 0.01), suggesting the involvement of hydroxyl radicals in the macrophage activation after cortical injury.